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Bolivians went to the polls on June 30 to choose a new president, 130 deputies, and 27 senators.
As predicted, none of the eleven presidential candidates received the number of votes 50% plus
one needed to win, so on Aug. 4 the newly elected Congress will decide who will head Bolivia's
government for the next five years.
The still unofficial results put former President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada (1993-1997) of the
Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario (MNR) in first place with 22.4% of the vote; four-time
Cochabamba mayor Manfred Reyes Villa of the Nueva Fuerza Republicana (NFR) second with
20.9%; Evo Morales of the Movimiento al Socialismo (MAS) third with 18.5%, and former President
Jaime Paz Zamora (1989-1993) of the Movimiento de la Izquierda Revolucionaria (MIR) fourth with
15.6%. Because Bolivia's electoral law does not include a runoff election if no candidate receives an
absolute majority, the responsibility falls on the 157 members of Congress, a process fraught with
deal making and alliances that would otherwise not occur.
"None of the possible alliances would bring changes," said Juan Carlos Urenda, an analyst of
constitutional issues. "They are the same actors looking for power for power's sake." I
n a recent survey, only 11.7% of respondents favored the present system and 43% said the political
alliances should be formed before the elections. "That's the only way to avoid the shameful
negotiations to divide up power and public offices," said political analyst and university professor
Martin Guzman. But the "shameful negotiations" are underway to determine the next president, as
they have determined the last four.

Desire for power makes for strange alliances
In the 1985 election, former dictator Hugo Banzer Suarez (1972-1978), who had founded the rightist
Alianza Democratica Nacionalista (ADN) in 1979, narrowly defeated Victor Paz Estenssoro of the
centrist MNR, which had led the armed uprisings that toppled the military dictatorship in 1952.
However, an alliance between the ADN and the MNR resulted in Congress giving the presidency
to Paz Estenssoro. Four years later, after an unlikely pact between the ADN and the MIR, a party
formed to resist the Banzer dictatorship, Congress gave the presidency to the MIR's Jaime Paz
Zamora, although he had placed third in the popular vote.
Paz Zamora, who governed from 1989-1993, said the alliance "built bridges over the rivers of blood"
that separated the two parties. The MNR returned to power in 1993, this time with Sanchez de
Lozada, who received 35% of the popular vote. He was forced to form an alliance with the leftist
Movimiento Bolivia Libre (MBL), which had split from the MIR and the recently formed Unidad
Civica Solidaridad (UCS) to obtain the votes in Congress to be named president.
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In 1997, Banzer received 22% of the popular vote. The retired general formed a "megacoalition"
made up of the ADN, the MIR, the NFR, and several smaller parties, and Congress returned him to
power as a democratic president. Ill health forced Banzer to resign in August 2001, and then Vice
President Jorge Quiroga took over for the remaining year of Banzer's term. Banzer died May 5 (see
NotiSur, 2002-05-10). Quiroga was constitutionally barred from running in this election, and ADN
candidate Ronald MacLean took a mere 3.5% of the vote.

Campaigns appeal to popular discontent
Political analysts said a growing consensus in Bolivia holds that market reforms have benefitted too
few. There is a widespread conviction that the political system will not improve conditions. The lack
of faith in the political system is heightened by the common belief that politicians care only about
increasing their personal wealth. "The role of the state has become the number one topic in Bolivia's
presidential campaign, but also in many countries in South America this year," said political analyst
Rene Mayorga. "People simply don't feel like they are better off than they were before. It has created
a wave of discontent which seems to be growing."
Many candidates picked up on the frustration, promising increased government spending and
renewed state intervention in the economy. Reyes Villa, a retired army captain and former Cabinet
minister in the Banzer administration, pledged to double the size of the armed forces and raise other
forms of state spending. While he has criticized Bolivia's free-market economic model, he also says
he fully supports the presence of multinational corporations in Bolivia. Reyes Villa describes himself
as left-of-center, but his alliance with Banzer and his pledges to double the armed forces budget and
rid the military of homosexuals make progressive Bolivians uneasy.
Opponents say Reyes Villa was close to former dictator Luis Garcia Meza (1980-1981), now in jail
for crimes committed during his rule. Reyes Villa, whose father served as Garcia Meza's defense
minister, denies the connection, but many photos show him alongside the dictator. Reyes Villa
also reportedly received campaign financing from the controversial South Korea-based Unification
Movement of Rev. Sun Myung Moon, which is sharply criticized by Bolivia's Catholic majority. Still,
Reyes Villa's promises eliminate discrimination against women, provide universal health care, put
working children back in school appealed to many, although he has been vague about how he would
fulfill such promises and where he would get the funds.
People are looking for change, Reyes Villa says. "They no longer want more of the same." His
backers say more of the same is what Bolivians can expect from the 72-year-old Sanchez de Lozada
who still has enemies from the privatization carried out during his administration and when he
was economy minister in the 1980s. Sanchez de Lozada, owner of Bolivia's largest mining company,
says unemployment is Bolivia's biggest problem and has promised programs to create jobs. He was
seen as the safest choice in the election. He promised to fight corruption, and improve upon, but not
scrap, the free-market economic system.
The big surprise of the race was Evo Morales, the leader of the organized coca growers. In his
campaign, Morales pledged to stop paying on Bolivia's foreign debt and to nationalize industries
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sold to foreigners during the past 17 years. He reminded voters that the US has failed to reward anticoca efforts with open markets for textiles and farm products.
Ice cream salesman Simon Tarqui, who voted for Morales, said he does not trust either of the top
two candidates. "Evo Morales doesn't just represent an image of ethnicity," said Tarqui. "He also
represents ideas popular all over the world anti-globalization, anti-neoliberalism, anti-imperialism."
Early in the campaign, Morales was expected to take only 3% or 4% of the vote, but he finished
third with close to 20%. He has strong support among Bolivia's Aymara Indians, many of whom
live in abject poverty. The MAS includes campesinos from the coca-growing Chapare region who
defend planting coca as the only viable way to earn a living and oppose Plan Dignidad, a USsponsored program to eradicate coca. US ambassador's efforts backfire "The US ambassador must
be regretting having been so arrogant," Morales said after the vote.
On June 26, at President Quiroga's inauguration of an airport in the Chapare, US Ambassador to
Bolivia Manuel Rocha warned that if Morales won, the US would cut off economic aid and postpone
a US$6 billion project to build a pipeline and liquefaction plant to export Bolivian natural gas to the
US. He compared Morales to Osama bin Laden and said he was linked to drug trafficking. "I want to
remind you that if you elect those who want Bolivia to again be a cocaine exporter, it will put future
US aid to Bolivia at risk," said Rocha. Rocha's comments brought strong criticism from all other
candidates and the government. Quiroga said only that, in the upcoming elections, "the decision of
Bolivians is free and sovereign."
The Consejo Nacional Electoral (CNE) sent a letter to the Foreign Minister Gustavo Fernandez
asking him to take steps to see that such interference was not repeated. The CNE said such
actions violated the Constitution as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other
international agreements, and criticized the ambassador for fueling social tensions days before
elections.
"This attitude will cause reactions of rejection and rebellion that could reinforce the candidacy of
Evo Morales," said independent analyst Roberto Laserna. Morales thanked the ambassador for
giving his campaign a boost. Next president will face daunting challenges With the decision headed
to Congress, Morales, who was expelled from Congress in January after accusations that he incited
violent protests (see NotiSur, 2002-02-01), could play a key role. He has said the MAS will not form
a coalition with either Sanchez de Lozada or Reyes Villa. That could aid Sanchez de Lozada, whose
party has more members in Congress. But another key player is Paz Zamora, who has said he would
never agree to support Sanchez de Lozada.
Whoever emerges as the new president will have major problems. The Banzer and Quiroga
administrations made significant, if socially costly, progress in reducing Bolivia's involvement in
growing illegal coca, but they also leave the next president with the worst economic crisis in 20
years. Bolivia has a fiscal deficit of US$700 million and a 12% unemployment rate. At least 60% of
Bolivians live in poverty, and in rural areas, it is 90%. Life expectancy, at 62 years, is among the
lowest on the continent. Many children leave school to earn a living shining shoes or collecting fares
on buses. Violent crime is on the rise.
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"There has never been an election carried out in such a delicate environment," said Luis Ramiro
Beltran, president of the CNE. "The Bolivian people had hoped that, with the coming of democracy
20 years ago, things would be different. But it's worse than before."

-- End --
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